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COURSE OUTLINE 

Geocaching and the Global Positioning System 

 

Instructor: Jessica L. Fitterer 

Office Hours: By appointment 
Office Location: DTB A247 
Contact: jessyka@uvic.ca 
 
Teaching Assistant:  Gillian Harvey (gharvey@uvic.ca) 
 
Class Time:  Monday-Friday, 9:30 am – 4:20 pm (including 1 hour for lunch) 
Classroom:    COR A229 
Labs:   DTB A251 

Exam:   Location TBA: Friday, August 19 2016, 9:30 am – 11:20 am 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 

In May, 2000, the United States government removed “Selective Availability” – the means by which 
Global Positioning System (GPS) accuracy was intentionally degraded for security reasons.  Overnight, 
the accuracy of civilian GPS systems increased tenfold.  Since this time, GPS use has been rapidly 
integrated into all manners of daily life, including commercial, transportation, and recreational 
applications.  One increasingly popular recreational use of GPS is the activity of geocaching, a high-tech 
game of ‘hide and seek’ in which users locate hidden containers using coordinates and GPS receivers.  

 
The goal of this course is to introduce students to the activity of geocaching, along with the 
fundamentals of GPS navigation, and GPS data collection.  Emphasis will be placed on geocaching, the 
history and workings of GPS and associated navigation systems, map datums and coordinate systems, 
and basics of GPS data management.  Students will gain hands-on experience operating and working 
with GPS units in the field, through a variety of geocaching activities and assignments. Examples of the 
use of GPS in geographical research will be demonstrated through lectures and readings. A final project 
requires students to create and hunt for geocaches on the UVic campus.  
 
This course is suitable for students from any background. Strong participation in a group environment 
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(Monday through Thursday) and readings assigned in class.  
 
Worksheets: 
Students are required to complete in-class worksheets as part of applied learning portion of the course. 
Worksheets will be completed both in the classroom and in the field, using materials provided by the 
instructor. Class time will be given to complete these worksheets. These will be completed in groups as 
well as individually. 
 
Term Paper:  
At the beginning of the course, the instructors will provide the students with three topics for the term 
paper. Each student will select one (1) topic and prepare a SHORT (approx. 1250 word) essay style 
response. Students are expected to write at a third-year university level
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GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT INFO 
 

 Geography Department website: http://geog.uvic.ca  

 Undergraduate Advisor: Dr. Phil Wakefield – geogadvisor@uvic.ca  
 

ABOUT YOUR INSTRUCTOR 
 

http://geog.uvic.ca/
mailto:geogadvisor@uvic.ca
http://www.uvic.ca/learningandteaching/students/resources/expectations/
http://web.uvic.ca/calendar2015-01/FACS/UnIn/UARe/PoAcI.html
http://rcsd.uvic.ca/
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POSITIVITY AND SAFETY 
 
The University of Victoria is committed to promoting, providing and protecting a positive and safe 
learning and working environment for all its members. Students are expected to actively participate in 
class discussions. Derogatory or foul language will not be tolerated in the classroom. UVic has made a 
conscientious effort to increase diversity in the student, staff and faculty populations. To ensure all 
students feel welcome and comfortable in class and group discussions we will all endeavor to be 
respectful in our language, actions, and examples. Should you have any concerns with the climate of the 
classroom or any other portions of this course, please don’t hesitate to talk to the instructor or the 
teaching assistant.  
 

COURSE EXPERIENCE SURVEY (CES) 
 
I value your feedback on this course. Towards the end of term, as in all other courses at UVic, you will 
have the opportunity to complete an anonymous survey regarding your learning experience (CES). The 
survey is vital to providing feedback to me regarding the course and my teaching, as well as to help the 
department improve the overall program for students in the future. The survey is accessed via MyPage 
and can be done on your laptop, tablet, or mobile device. I will remind you and provide you with more 
detailed information nearer the time but please be thinking about this important activity during the 
course. 

CALENDAR 
Important dates are here: http://web.uvic.ca/calendar/general/dates.html. 

 

DATE Specifics subject to change 

Monday, August 15th

http://web.uvic.ca/calendar/general/dates.html

